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GEHYRA DUBIA (MACLEAY, 1877) CONFIRMED AS
SENIOR SYNONYM OFPEROCHTRUS MESTON1 DE
VIS, 1*90. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 38(2):6I0.

1995:- The gecko Perochirus mestoni De Vis, 1890 was

described from a specimen collected from Bellenden Ker in

north-east Queensland. Following examination of the holo-

type (Queensland Museum QMJ236), the name was placed in

the synonymy ofGekyra variegata (Dumeril & Bibron, 1 836)

by KJuge (1963). This synonymy was followed by Cov-

acevich (1971), Cogger et al. (1983) and Ingram (1990)

.

Recently, Bauer& Henle ( 1994) noted that the type local-

ity and reported size ofthe holotypc were more consistent with

Gehyra dubia (Macleay, 1877) than Gehyra varieqata, and

tentatively synonymised P. mestoni with the former, though

recommending that the holotype be re-examined.

The holotype of P, mestoni is faded, dessiccated. contorted

and damaged The left mandible and associated tissues are

missing, all toes and fingers other than the fourth toe on the

right pes are missing, and the body is broken almost into two,

probably by previous attempts at measurement of snout-vent

length.

Nonetheless, diagnostic features (King, 1985) of Gehyra

dubia are present on this specimen, a female with greatly

distended endolymphatic sacs. TTte rostral scale is about 1 ,5

times wider than tall, gabled, and has at least three mternasals

bordering its dorsal margin. The right posi mental contact*)

only the first infralabial, and is short, approximately twice B8

long as broad. The fourth toe on the right pes has nine

expanded lamellae, the apical most divided, the remainder

deeply creased. The snout-vent length is not able to be accu-

rately measured, but is certainly greater than 50mm. Although

Bauer & Henle (1994) interpret De Vis' (1890) statement

"length 106mm" as snout-vent length, comparison of

measurments ofhead and limb with the holotype indicate* that

this is a total length measurement.

The pattern, though faded, consists of at least broken fine

dark vermiculations over the head and neck, consistent with

photographs of live G. dubia (Wilson & Knowles, 1988).

The type locality lies outside the known distribution of G.

variegata, but well within the known distribution of G, dubia

(Ingram & Raven, 1991).

Consequently, Perochirus mextont is formally syn-

onymiscd with Gehyra dubia. This action requires no changes

to current nomenclature.

Klugc's erroneous synonymy is understandable given the

state of knowledge of Australian Gehyra systematic* At the

time of his paper, G. variegata was differentiated from a

composite G. australis largely on the basis of division of the

distal subdigital lamellae. Additional characters distinguish-

ing variegata from the G. australis complex and recognition

of additional species in the latter group awaited the work of

Mitchell (1965) and King (1985).

Acknowledgements

1 thank Patrick Couper and Jeanettc Covacevich for assis-

tance during my work at the Queensland Museum.

Literature Cited

Bauer, A M.& Henle, K. 1 994. Familia Gekkonidae (Reptilia,

Sauria) Part 1. Australia and Oceania. Das Tierreich

i 109): i -306.

Cogger, H.G., Cameron, E.E.& Cogger, HM. 1983. 'Zoolog-

ical Catalogue of Australia, Vol. 1. Amphibia and

Reptilia'. (Australian Government Publishing Service:

Canberra). 313pp.

Covacevich, J. 1971. Amphibian and reptile type-specimens

in the Queensland Museum. Memoirs of the Queens-

land Museum 1 6: 49-67,

De Vis, C.W. 1 890. Description of two lizards of genera new

to Australian herpetology. Proceedings of the Linnean

Society ofNew South Wales (2)4: 1034-1036.

Dumenl, A.M.C. & Bibron, G. 1836, Repetologie Generale

ou Histoire Naturelle Complate des Reptiles Vol. 3.

(Librairie Encyclopedique de Roret: Paris)

Ingram, G.J. 1990. The works of Charles Waller De Vis,

alias'Devis*, alias 'Thicklhorn*. Memoirs of the

Queensland Museum 28: 1-34.

Ingram. G.J. & Raven, RJ. 1991. An Atlas of Queensland's

Frogs, Reptiles, Birds & Mammals'. (Queensland Mu-

seum: Brisbane). 391pp.

King, M. 1985. The Gehyra australis species complex (Sau-

na: Gekkonidae). Amphibia-Replilia4; 147-169.

Klugc, A.G. 1963. The systematic status of certain Australian

and New Guinean gekkonid lizards. Memoirs of the

Queensland Museum 14: 77-86.

Macleay. W. 1877. The lizards of the "Cbevert" Expedition,

second paper. Proceedings of the Linnean Society of

New South Wales 2: 97-104.

Mitchell, F.J. 1965. Australian geckos assigned to the genus

G^vraGray (Reptilia, Gekkonidae) Senckenl>ergiitii»

Biotbgica 46:287-319

Wilson, S.K. & Knowles, D.G. 1988. 'Australia's Reptiles. A
photographic reference to the terrestrial reptiles of

Australia
1

.(Collins: Sydney). 447pp.

Glenn M. Shea, Department ofVeterinary Anatomw Univer-

sity ofSydney, NSW 2006, Australia; 1 August 1995,


